
REVELATION 2:18-19 
THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA 

“Faithful in Love, Firm in Truth” 

Text: Revelation 2:18–29 

Audience: The Church at Thyatira 

I. Historical and Biblical Context 
Thyatira was a working-class trade city, known for guilds (textiles, bronze, dyeing—cf. Lydia 
in Acts 16:14). These guilds often involved pagan worship, immorality, and economic 
pressure. Participation usually required compromise. 

II. Christ’s Self-Revelation (v. 18) 
“The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze.” 

Key Truths 

• Eyes of fire → Christ sees beneath appearances (motives, hidden sin, private 
compromise). 

• Feet of bronze → Christ stands with authority, purity, and judgment. 
• This is the only letter where Jesus explicitly calls Himself “the Son of God”, 

emphasizing divine authority. 

Jesus evaluates churches not only by what they do, but by what they tolerate. 

III. Commendation: What Jesus Praises (v. 19) 
‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds 
of late are greater than at first. 

Strengths of Thyatira 

• Love (agapē) – relational warmth 
• Faith – trust in God 
• Service – active ministry 
• Perseverance – endurance under pressure 
• Growth – doing more than before 

Important Insight: 

This church was growing in activity but declining in discernment. 



IV. Rebuke: The Danger of Tolerated Compromise (vv. 20–
23) 
‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, 
and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and 
eat things sacrificed to idols. ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her 
immorality. ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. ‘And I will kill her children with 
pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I 
will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 
 
“You tolerate the woman Jezebel…” 
 
In our text in Revelation, Jezebel is… 

• likely not her real name, but a symbolic reference to Old Testament Jezebel (1 Kings 
16–21). 

• a woman claimed to be a prophetess, mixing spiritual authority with deception. 
• is someone whose teaching led believers into: 

o Sexual immorality 
o Idolatry 
o Spiritual compromise for economic or social gain 

Key Warning:  Jesus does not rebuke the church for lacking love, but for misdefining love. 

V. Christ’s Call to Repentance (vv. 21–23) 
• Jesus gave her time to repent — grace always precedes judgment. 
• Persistent rebellion leads to discipline. 
• Judgment serves a purpose: 

“All the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts.” 

VI. Encouragement to the Faithful Remnant (vv. 24–25) 
‘But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not 
known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you. 
‘Nevertheless, what you have, hold fast until I come. 
 
“But I say to you… who do not hold this teaching…” 

Key Truths 

• Not everyone in Thyatira was compromised. 



• Jesus does not add burdens, only calls them to: 
o Hold fast 
o Remain faithful 
o Wait for His return 

Teaching Point: Faithfulness sometimes means resisting popular theology, even within the 
church. 

Faithfulness Sometimes Means Resisting Popular Theology 
• Love must be defined by truth, not culture 

Scripture affirms that biblical love never contradicts holiness; grace calls believers to 
transformation, not affirmation of sin. 

• Grace does not remove the call to repentance 

Salvation is by grace, but sanctification requires ongoing repentance and obedience 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

• Spiritual growth is measured by holiness, not popularity 

Numerical growth or influence does not equal spiritual health; Christ evaluates churches 
by faithfulness to His Word. 

• Spiritual gifts must operate under biblical authority 

Prophecy and spiritual gifts are affirmed, but all manifestations must align with Scripture 
and godly fruit. 

• Cultural relevance must never require doctrinal compromise 

Methods may change, but biblical truth and moral standards remain constant. 

• Church discipline is a biblical expression of love 

Loving correction and accountability protect the body and reflect Christ’s care for His 
church. 

• Personal freedom must serve the health of the community 

Christian liberty is never a license to harm others spiritually or weaken the witness of the 
church. 

VII. Promise to Overcomers (vv. 26–29) 



‘He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over 
the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to 
pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; and I will give him the morning star. 
‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

Three Powerful Promises 

1. Authority with Christ – sharing in His reign 
2. Victory over darkness – “rule with a rod of iron” 
3. The Morning Star – intimacy with Christ Himself (Rev. 22:16) 

Ultimate Reward: 

Not power alone—but Jesus Himself. 

X. Practical Application 
• Personal: Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal hidden compromise. 
• Church: Evaluate teaching, leadership, and culture through Scripture. 
• Leadership: Guard against influence that sounds spiritual but undermines holiness. 

XI. Closing Exhortation 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

Jesus calls His church to be: 

• Loving but discerning 
• Grace-filled but holy 
• Spirit-empowered but truth-anchored 

 


